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pleases him; if it cease to please him he ends it by
disdainfully throwing down the head that he has in
his hand, in order to show by this affected contempt
that food of a wholly different kind is necessary to
satisfy his military appetite. He afterward resumes
his place, where he is no sooner seated, than perhaps
there is put on his head a pot of hot ashes; but this
is an act of friendship, a mark of tenderness which
is endured only from a well-known and acknowl-
edged friend; a like familiarity from an ordinary
man would be deemed an insult. This first warrior
is followed by others, who greatly protract the meet-
ing,—especially when it is a question of forming
large parties, because with this kind of ceremony
the enlistments are made. At last, the feast comes
to an end with the distribution and consumption of
the food.

Such was the war-feast that was given to our
Savages, and such the ceremony that was observed.
The Algonkins, the Abnakis, the Nipistingues, and
the Amenecis were at this feast. In the meantime,
more serious cares were demanding our presence
elsewhere, and it was growing late ; we arose, and each
Missionary, followed by his Neophytes, went to close
the day with the usual prayers. A part of the night
was spent in making the final preparations for our
departure, which was fixed for the next day. This
time, the weather favored us. We embarked after
having put our journey under the special protection
of the Lord by a Mass, chanted solemnly, and with
more precision and devotion than you could imagine;
the Savages always outdo themselves at this spec-
tacle of Religion. The tediousness of the way was



